
English II PAP Summer Reading 2019-2020 

 

In preparation for English II PAP, you will choose from the following non-fiction novels:                               

The Color of Water by James McBride. 

 

About The Color of Water by James McBride: 

 “As a boy in Brooklyn’s Red Hook projects, James McBride knew his mother was different. But when he 

asked about it, she’d simply say, “I’m light-skinned.” Later he wondered if he was different, too, and asked his 

mother if he was black or white. “You’re a human being,” she snapped. “Educate yourself or you’ll be a 

nobody!” And when James asked what color God was, she said, “God is the color of water.”…As an adult, 

McBride finally persuade his mother to tell her story — the story of a rabbi’s daughter, born in Poland and 

raised in the South, who fled to Harlem, married a black man, founded a Baptist church, and put twelve children 

through college. The Color of Water is James McBride’s tribute to his remarkable, eccentric, determined mother 

— and an eloquent exploration of what family really means. Unfortunately, there is some referencing of child 

abuse that might make your child uncomfortable.” 

 
 These novels address the topics of humanity and our abilities to bury the negative experiences of our past, to 

persevere despite incredible obstacles, and to forgive those who hurt us. We encourage you, as a parent, to read the 

book yourself so that you can have meaningful conversations with your child about any portions that might confuse 

or trouble him or her. 

Have a wonderful summer, and we will see you in August. 
Ms. Cynthia Vargas  

If you have any questions please feel free to email me at cynthia.vargas@laferiaisd.org and join the SUMMER 

READING 2019/2020 google classroom with the following CODE: SVUVIVV or you can call the La Feria 

High School front office at 956-797-8370 

 

mailto:cynthia.vargas@laferiaisd.org


 The Color of Water Summer Reading and Writing Assignment 

  

This assignment must be typed out and don’t forget to save a copy on your personal computer! It is 

recommended that you take notes in your book while reading to keep up with setting, plot, and characters.  

Your work IS DUE Monday, August 26, 2019. 

Directions: Once you have finished reading The Color of Water, answer the following open-ended questions. 

An open-ended question requires an answer with an explanation and does not ask for just a “yes” or “no” 

answer.  Generally, your answers should be a paragraph in length.  Therefore, you are to answer these questions 

with detailed answers and use text evidence. Your work must be your own and will be checked for originality 

through a plagiarism website during the second week of school.  

 

Part I: Vocabulary 
As you are reading the memoir, write down and define any words that you are unfamiliar with.  

 

Part II: Open Ended Questions 
1. Where did James McBride get the title for his book and what message does he wish to convey through this title?  

2. Mommy's contradictions crashed and slammed against one another like bumper cars at Coney Island. White folks, she felt, 

were implicitly evil toward blacks, yet she forced us to go to white schools to get the best education. Blacks could be 

trusted more, but anything involving blacks was probably substandard... She was against welfare and never applied for it 

despite our need, but championed those who availed themselves of it.  

How can these described contradictions confuse the reader? While reading the descriptions of the children’s hunger, why 

do you think Ruth still did not ask for help? 

3. Discuss Ruth McBride's refusal to reveal her past and how that influenced her children's sense of themselves and their place 

in the world. Why do you think James’s mother kept her white Jewish heritage a secret? If your parents had kept a secret 

like that from you, would you be resentful? Was James?  

4. Several of the McBride children became involved in the civil rights movement. Do you think that this was a result of the 

times in which they lived, their need to belong to a group that lent them a solid identity, or a combination of these factors? 

Explain your answer.  

5. Was Mrs. McBride successful in raising her children “color blind?”  Why did she have the results that she did?  Give 

examples from the text to support your answer. 

6. In reading the alternating passages of Ruth and James, do you feel like you get to know one person better than the other? 

Who? In the end, is this a story about James or about his mother?  Explain. 

7. Do mixed heritage children face the same issues today that McBride discusses?  Give examples and explain why or why 

not. 

8. The McBride children's struggles with their identities led each to his or her own "revolution."  How did each finally define 

him/herself? 

9. What role did religion play in the upbringing of James and his brothers and sisters?   How did Ruth McBride Jordan's 

remarkable faith translate into the adult lives of her children? Do you think that faith is something that parents/adults can 

pass on from one generation?  Explain your answer.  

10. What did Ruth McBride achieve?  Do you think it would be possible for her to have achieved the same in today's society? 

Why or why not? 


